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daughters Brenna and Perri, and her grand-
daughters Maddy and Sydney, all the best as
Eileen celebrates this new chapter.

In closing, | join countless families across
the Fifth District in saying thank you to Eileen
for her dedication to children and to her com-
munity. The world just would not be the same
without her hard work and inspiration.

———

SUPPORTING H.R. 2866—THE RE-
DUCING BARRIERS FOR REL-
ATIVE FOSTER PARENTS ACT

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, on
June 8th, | joined my colleague Rep. LLOYD
SMUCKER, in introducing H.R. 2866—the Re-
ducing Barriers for Relative Foster Parents
Act. This bipartisan bill encourages states to
update their licensing requirements for foster
parents in order to ensure that relatives have
the ability to become foster parents.

Under current law, states have tremendous
flexibility to set their own rules and guidelines
for licensing foster homes. Unfortunately,
many states have outdated regulations that
make it difficult for family members to become
foster parents. For example, some states fail
to notify family members when relative chil-
dren enter the foster care system. In other
states, children can be removed from a family
member's home and thrown into the foster
care system if the relative adult does not have
a separate bedroom for the child.

H.R. 2866 would require that the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services create
model licensing requirements. States then
must either adopt the HHS requirements, or
provide an explanation for why the licensing
requirements are not ideal for the state. My
home state of Alabama has updated, family-
friendly licensing standards, so compliance
with HHS’s standards will be simple. However,
families residing in states with antiquated
standards would face fewer barriers when try-
ing to become a foster parent.

Many studies prove how beneficial place-
ment with family members can be for foster
children. According to Generations United,
children in the care of family members experi-
ence higher stability, permanency, and posi-
tive mental health outcomes. Furthermore, al-
lowing children to stay with their family mem-
bers gives children the opportunity to maintain
strong connections to their community.

| was very pleased that my bill was unani-
mously supported in the Ways and Means
Committee, and | look forward to its passage
through the House this evening.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
MR. LEO SHEY

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Leo Shey of
Pembroke Pines, Florida. Leo was a dear
friend of mine who sadly passed away on
June 13, 2017.
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Leo was born in the Bronx, New York. He
served honorably in the United States Navy,
and after marrying his wife Bunny in 1950,
they moved to Dade County in South Florida
in 1958. As a mortgage banker, Leo dedicated
many years of his career specializing in low-
income housing in Dade and Broward coun-
ties, and also served on the board of directors
of the Park Place Association for 40 years.
Through his contributions, Leo made a pro-
found impact in South Florida.

Leo went on to establish himself in Atlanta,
Georgia where he emerged as an ally of the
African American business community. At the
forefront of civil rights activism, Leo became
an esteemed member of the 100 percent
Wrong Club.

Distinguishing himself through extraordinary
involvement in the community, Leo touched
countless lives. He is survived by his wife
Bunny, and adored by father of Nina Voges
(Dan), Michael (Barbara), like-a-son Seth
Brown, and predeceased by Douglas. Beloved
and wise grandfather of Tim (Rachel), Caitlin
(Todd), Sherri and Terri (Cesar), and blended
family Danielle (Jorge del Valle, Arya and
Jayley) and Sean Voges (Alice). Adoring Pop-
pop of Wilhelmina, Sebastian and Violette
Leo.

Mr. Speaker, words cannot express how
deeply saddened | am for the passing of such
a kind soul. | was devastated to learn of the
death of one of the nicest people | have ever
known. Leo was not a large man, but he was
most among men. It is with a heavy heart that
| honor his life arid accomplishments, but most
of all, to honor our friendship. My thoughts are
with his loved ones, during this most difficult
time.

————

CAMERON GONZALES

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Cameron
Gonzales for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Cameron Gonzales is a student at Pomona
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Cameron
Gonzales is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Cameron Gonzales for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.

June 20, 2017

HONORING THE LIFE OF GEORGE
CANON

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor and recognize a staunch advocate for
the Adirondacks and beloved member of our
community.

George Canon was a fixture in local politics.
After retiring from the National Lead mines in
Newcomb’s Tahawus hamlet, Mr. Canon de-
voted himself to public service by working in
many local organizations. Most notably, he
was Newcomb supervisor from 1990 to 2015,
serving 13 terms in office. During his long and
inspiring tenure, Mr. Canon played a signifi-
cant role in successfully preserving the
Satanoni Great Camp and the historic railroad
between North Creek and Tahawus.

A lifelong resident of the North Country, Mr.
Canon loved the Adirondack Park deeply,
cherishing both its history and natural beauty.
This appreciation for his surroundings led
George to seek out balanced environmental
policies by working as a member of the North-
ern Forest Lands Council Advisory Committee.
Through these efforts, Canon coupled his ap-
preciation for the environment with a prag-
matic understanding of his constituents’
needs.

George Canon also served as president of
the Adirondack Association of Towns and Vil-
lages, where he spent a decade representing
and advocating for the citizens of the North
Country. | am honored to have taken part in
celebrating Mr. Canon’s retirement in 2015,
and hold a deep admiration for the lasting im-
pact that his service has had on our area.

| would like to offer my deepest condo-
lences to George Canon’s family and friends,
particularly his wife Monica. He was a true
community leader and his legacy of service
will endure in New York’s 21st District.

———

DAN CZAHOR AND MADISON
HEINRICH

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 20, 2017

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today in recognition of Dan
Czahor of Fort Myers and Madison Heinrich of
Naples. It has come to my attention that these
two students have been selected to represent
the state of Florida at the Congress of Future
Science and Technology Leaders in Lowell,
Massachusetts later this month.

The Congress is an event headed by the
National Academy of Future Scientists and
Technologists and is an honors-only program
whose intention is to motivate the top students
of the country, who are interested in a career
in science or technology, to achieve their
goals. The Academy selects all delegates
based on nominations from teachers, proven
academic excellence, and leadership ability.
Further, their alumni include Nobel Prize win-
ners, top scientific university deans, and other
leaders in the STEM field.

It is encouraging to know that Dan and
Madison are among these five hundred nation-
ally selected students to go to the conference.
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